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 Like nearly all of Eastern North Carolina, Bentonville Battlefield State His-

toric Site was severely impacted when Hurricane Matthew blew through the state 

on October 8. Fortunately, the site’s buildings weathered the storm just fine (I 

shudder to think how many storms the Harper House has endured), but 17 inches 

of rain fell in the area, saturating the grounds, and leading to the loss of numerous 

trees on site property and trails. The intense rainfall also caused the total or par-

tial washout of numerous roads in the Bentonville area, making it difficult to get to 

the site, and thus impacting our visitation.  
 As Hurricane Matthew closed in on the area, Bentonville Battlefield closed 

early on Saturday, October 8. This was a good thing too, because by the next day 

the majority of the roads leading to the site were washed out. Most significant to 

the site, State Road 1008, known as Harper House Road in this section of John-

ston County, was washed out just west of the Visitors Center and to the east in 

Wayne County. Matthew also completely washed out Mill Creek Church Road 

which leads to the north from the site and partially washed out Buck Dunn Road 

which leads to the south. A combination of damaged roads and high water made it 

nearly impossible to reach the Visitors Center area for over a week unless you 

really knew the area. Eventually the unhappy decision was made to cancel our an-

nual Fall Festival because of road conditions.  

Emergency crews utilized the site parking lot in the aftermath of Hurricane Matthew 
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 As site staff reached the area, one of the first things noticed was walking trail damage. Though 

wind gusts were generally under 50 miles per hour, the multiple hours of strong winds combined with 

the torrential rains caused many trees to come up by their roots. Trees went down across Benton-

ville’s existing trails and on the soon to be opened paths on the Morris and Cole farms. Most that fell 

came all the way out of the ground, roots 

and all. Some are down across historic 

earthworks while others are leaning, sup-

ported only by another tree. The leaning 

trees are the true danger because they 

could fall at any moment.   
 Four weeks later things are slowly 

getting back to normal but we are not 

there yet. By the time you read this work 

crews from North Carolina Historic Sites 

will be hard at work trying to get our 

trails back open. Additional roads have 

opened in the neighborhood as flood wa-

ters receded, but the roads that were 

washed out or damaged remain closed. 

We cannot stress enough to our visitors 

that the “road closed” signs are for your 

safety. In the immediate aftermath of the 

storm, a Life Flight helicopter was landed 

at Bentonville to rush someone to a hospital after a they tried to cross a washed out road.  Please call 

the site for alternative directions, the risks that come with crossing safety barriers are not worth it.  

The damage to Mill Creek Church Rd. is still evident.  

Bentonville Battlefield Buck Dunn Memorial Internship 2017 

Now Taking Applications 
 2017 will be the seventh year of the annual Buck Dunn Memorial Internship program at Bentonville 

Battlefield. The internship honors Mr. Buck Dunn, a lifelong supporter of Bentonville Battlefield, and 

is designed to give interested college students experience in the public history field. 

 

Applications must be postmarked by March 31, 2017. Selected applicants will be interviewed in 

early April with the internship recipient being notified by mid-April.  

 

For more information, and to apply visit: http://fobb.net/ContactUs/BuckDunnInternship.aspx 

http://fobb.net/ContactUs/BuckDunnInternship.aspx


Manager’s Message  
BY DONNY TAYLOR, SITE MANAGER 
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 As you can see in the articles in this edition of From the Trenches it has been an interesting time at Bentonville since 

we last communicated. On August 27, Company D of the 27th North Carolina Troops and Starr’s Battery presented a living 

history program. In addition to the normal drill, uniform and equipment talks and weapons demonstrations, the visitors of 

all ages got the chance to participate in the drill. Toy 

muskets were issued to those wishing to take part, 

and they seemed to learn the drill rather quickly. 

This was very popular with both the reenactors and 

visitors.  Visitation has also been steady this fall and 

the staff busy with many projects around the site, 

most of which are described in articles in this edition 

of the newsletter.  
 On October 8th an unwanted visitor arrived 

at Bentonville, a visitor named Matthew……

Hurricane Matthew. This visitor evidently did not 

like us closing shortly after his arrival and leaving him 

unattended at the site. As you will see in another 

article in the newsletter once he departed he left 

many mementoes of his visit such as washed out 

roads, a canceled program, reduced visitation, and 

delaying the completion of the walking trails. Howev-

er, he could have caused a lot more damage. Other 

than fallen trees and washed out trails no damage occurred to any of the historic structures or the visitor center.  We 

count our blessings as we begin the clean-up operation.  
 Beginning November 22, visitors will be able to view a new Naval Stores exhibit in the lobby of the visitor center. 

The case in the lobby will be changed from “Bentonville Remembered” to the history of the long leaf pine, its products and 

how it impacted the economy of North Carolina. This will help visitors understand more of the story of the families in the 

neighborhood before and after the Civil War.  
 Staff members Amanda Brantley, Chad Jefferds, Derrick Brown, and Donny Taylor attended the Historic Sites 

black powder safety course for small arms at Alamance Battleground State Historic Site October 30 through November 2. 

In this course trained instructors taught employees all aspects of safety with black powder weapons enabling our historic 

sites to continue presenting weapons demonstrations to our visiting public. To keep their certification current staff mem-

bers must qualify every four years and next year several staff members will attend the safety course for artillery.   
 The Bentonville Christmas program will be presented December 3 with members of the 27th North Carolina 

Troops Company D portraying troops on leave for the holidays. In addition to the reenactors the Friends of Bentonville 

Battlefield will be on site to help with the program and sell tickets on the Henry Rifle.  
 The 152nd Anniversary Program will be held on March 18 and 19, 2017, this year’s program will focus on Civil War 

medicine. The schedule will consist of infantry and artillery firing demonstrations several times during the day. Also camps 

will be open for you to tour and talk to the reenactors. In addition to the programs during the day the night of March 18th 

we will present one of our most popular programs, “War So Terrible”. The Harper House will again become an active field 

hospital with wounded soldiers being treated by surgeons in a first person recreation taking you back to March of 1865. 

We are working with the military to have modern field hospital set up adjacent to the Harper House to compare the ad-

vancement of battlefield medicine since 1865.  Mark your calendar now for this event. Remember it only occurs once every 

five years and you don’t want to miss your chance to see this impressive presentation.   
 The staff of Bentonville Battlefield State Historic Site and the Friends of Bentonville Battlefield, Inc. want to thank 

everyone for their support and visits over the past year. We would also like to wish you and your family a safe and happy 

holidays.  

Young recruits join Co. D 27th NC.  



 

Page 4 Volume VI, Issue IV 

 I am sure that many who receive this newsletter are members of the Civil War Trust and have received the Fall 

2016 issue of “Hallowed Ground.” The cover story is “Interpreting the Hidden Battlefield” and focuses on historic sites 

long since lost to development. As Jim Lighthizer points out, many of these sites are hardly noticed by the people who pass 

by every day. The 1860 census counted 31,443,321 people living in the United States. The largest city in the country, New 

York, boasted a population of 813,669. The second largest city in the states that would eventually secede from the Union 

was Charleston, South Carolina with a population of 40,522. Virginia boasted five cities in the top 100, Richmond, Peters-

burg, Norfolk, Wheeling and Alexandria. The largest city in North Carolina, Wilmington, had a population of 9,552, making 

it the 100th largest city in the country. Only 1 out of 4 northern citizens and 1 out of 10 southern citizens resided in an 

urban area. We were a nation of small farmers, living in rural areas. According to the latest Census, urban areas accounted 

for 249,253, 271 people, or more than 80% of the approximately 310 million people living in the United States in 2010. 
 In the beginning, Southern strategy for victory in the Civil War focused on defending Confederate territory at 

every point, a strategy that would prove to be unworkable and quickly evolved into a strategy of shifting troops to meet 

Union invasions. These invasion efforts focused on controlling southern population and supply centers, road junctions and 

rail hubs such as Chattanooga, Atlanta, Richmond and Petersburg. Total population of those cities in 1860 was less than 

70,000. Today the population of the areas where the battles for control of these cities were fought is just under 

10,000,000. It is easy to see why many of these battlefields are hidden under shopping centers, housing developments and 

highways.  
 Fortunately, the 

battlefield at Bentonville 

has not suffered a similar 

fate. Some battlefields 

such as First and Second 

Manassas have survived 

despite tremendous pres-

sure from an ever grow-

ing population. This is the 

result of the efforts of 

many concerned citizens 

and organizations such as 

the Civil War Trust. Ben-

tonville has remained 

much as it was for the 

past 150 years largely 

because it was not fought 

for control of a popula-

tion center, transporta-

tion hub, waterway or 

road junction. In fact, had 

commanders of both ar-

mies known that two 

roads intersected at Bentonville, the largest land battle in North Carolina would probably have been fought somewhere 

else. Bentonville presents a unique opportunity to view a Civil War battlefield much as the soldiers who fought here saw it. 

While the battlefield has essentially remained farmland since the battle, the property owners have proved to be good stew-

ards, preserving the vistas and earthworks left behind when the fighting ended. Under the direction of the current site 

manager, Donny Taylor, much of the battlefield has been permanently preserved in recent years. 
 This November marks the fifth anniversary of the Friends of Bentonville Battlefield. While it seems like just yes-

terday the organization held its first meeting, much has been accomplished in the past five years. Members of the Friends 

have donated generously of their time, talents and money to ensure that our mission of supporting the preservation and 

interpretation of the battlefield and the operation of the Bentonville Battlefield State Historic Site has been a success. I 

From the President 
BY DEAN HARRY,  PRESIDENT FOBB 

Sunset on the Morris Farm. (Photo Courtesy of the Civil War Trust)  



From the President, Cont’d 
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would like to take this opportunity to thank them all for their untiring efforts and support and to invite everyone to join 

with us in helping preserve the memory and share the story of the brave men and women who found themselves living and 

dying in some of the darkest hours in the history of our country.  
 

 

Become a member of the Friends of  

Bentonville Battlefield, Inc.  
 

The FOBB is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. Friends 

members receive the quarterly newsletter, membership la-

pel pin, gift shop discount, and invitation to member-only 

events and activities. Memberships start at only $15.00 per 

year. For more information or to join, visit 

 www.fobb.net/membership  

 
 

Win a Henry Rifle 

Collectors edition Henry Rifle 

Manufactured by A. Uberti.  

engraved and sold by America Remembers.     

N0. 270 of 300 produced. 
Drawing to take Place March 19, 2017 during Bentonville’s 152nd 

Anniversary Commemoration. 
You do not have to be present to win.   

All proceeds Benefit the Friends of Bentonville Battlefield, Inc.  

Tickets only $10.00! 

Valued at over $2,000. 

http://fobb.net/Membership.aspx
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Walking Trail Update: Good News-Bad News 
CHAD JEFFERDS 

 

The Good 

 
 During the course of the summer, 

significant strides (pun intended) were made 

toward the completion of the walking trails 

here at Bentonville. Through the efforts of 

local Boy Scouts, Kenden Godwin and Aus-

tin Larner, benches were installed along the 

routes of the Morris Farm and the Cole 

Plantation. We are grateful to them for 

their efforts in helping us to improve these 

trails! 
 Another significant step is the instal-

lation of brigade markers and directional 

signage. These signs have been ordered and 

assembled and are ready for installation. We will again be getting help from local Boy Scouts and 

hope to have this completed by the end of the year. Once again, thanks are in order for the help 

we’ll have in furthering the interpretation on our walking trails. 

 

The Bad 

 
 Although none of the build-

ings on the site were damaged during 

Hurricane Matthew, the walking trails 

did not fare as well. The storm 

dumped 17 inches of rain on the site. 

The saturated ground created by this 

mass of water led to two dozen trees 

either totally falling or leaning to the 

point that they are safety hazards and 

will need to be removed. This is cer-

tainly a setback, but work has already 

begun on clearing these away. We 

look forward to opening these trails soon so that visitors can have a new perspective on the battle, 

stand where their ancestors stood, enjoy the world around them, and get exercise too!  

Benches were installed as part of Kenden Godwin’s Eagle Scout Project.  

Hurricane Matthew left quite a mess along the walking trails. 
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Staff Certified in Historic Weapons 
 

 

 Site staff members Donny, Derrick, 

Chad, and Amanda attended the Historic 

Sites Historic Weapons Course to be cer-

tified in 19th Century Small Arms. This 

three-day course allows staff members to 

be trained in the proper use, handling, and 

storage of black powder and historic 

weapons.  Classes for 18th and 19th Centu-

ry were offered, with Donny serving as an 

instructor for one of the two 19th Century 

classes. This course is necessary for His-

toric Sites employees to be able to con-

duct and supervise weapons demonstra-

tions and inspections.  For two days at-

tendees learn how load their respective 

weapons, manufacture ammunition, fire, and clean them. The last day of class is a chance to use their 

training and live-fire the weapons. After passing the practical and written test, we are happy to say 

that all staff members are now certified!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donny, Chad, Amanda, and Derrick enjoyed their time during weapons class.  

 

Longleaf Livelihood 
The Turpentine Industry of Bentonville 

“Longleaf Livelihood: The Turpentine Indus-

try of Bentonville” will showcase the leading 

business in the village of Bentonville before 

the 1865 battle. Turpentine was North  
Carolina’s leading export in 1860, with eight 

turpentine distilleries in the Neuse River 

region of Johnston County, one of them in 

Bentonville.  
The exhibit will be located in the foyer of 

the Visitor Center and will open the first 

week of December.  This pine stump, located on the battlefield, still 

shows evidence of turpentine production.  
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March 18-19, 2017 
Bentonville Battlefield Teacher Institute 

June 27-28, 2017 

Register Now!  
This two-day course will give teachers the opportunity to experi-

ence all Bentonville has to offer for educators. Classroom re-
sources, field trip activities and more - 

 all while earning Continuing Education Credit!  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScu3Ws1KGs_9qRXYnCgVWgNO5J8Ey7Escskko1F5WWkXJAt5g/viewform


5466 Harper House Rd 

Four Oaks, NC 27524 
 

Phone:  910-594-0789 

Fax:  910-594-0070 
 

E-mail: 

bentonville@ncdcr.gov  

Site Hours 

 

Tuesday through 

Saturday   

9 am–5 pm 

 

Closed Sundays and 

Mondays 
 

Call for Holiday 

Schedule 

 

Admission is FREE 

     The Battle of Bentonville, fought March 19-21, 1865, was the last full-scale 

action of the Civil War in which a Confederate army was able to mount a tacti-

cal offensive. This major battle, the largest ever fought in North Carolina, was 

the only significant attempt to defeat the large Union army of Gen. William T. 

Sherman during its march through the Carolinas in the spring of 1865. 

     Today, visitors can take a self-guided driving tour of the preserved battlefield 

and view four wayside exhibit areas, follow a short walking trail to view origi-

nal trenches from the battle, and visit the Harper family cemetery and monu-

ment area.  The Visitor Center contains exhibits and a brief orientation film.  

Guided tours of the c. 1855 Harper House, a Union field hospital, are available 

on the hour beginning at 10:00 a.m. with the last tour at 4:00 p.m.   

December 3, 2016 
“A Civil War Christmas” 

Holiday Open House 
Come celebrate a Civil War Christ-

mas during this Holiday open house 

event. Costumed interpreters will 

decorate the kitchen in festive 

themes using natural materials such 

as holly, magnolia, fruits, & popcorn 
strands.  Visitors can enjoy cookies 

and cider while listening to period 

music.  Costumed military interpret-

ers will be available to discuss how 

the common soldier spent his time 

on furlough with friends and family.  

10:00- 4:00 

 

 

March 18-19, 2017 
“War So Terrible” Medical Living 

History Program 

152nd Anniversary  
 Compare and contrast the treat-

ment received by soldiers during the 
Civil War with the treatment that 

our wounded warriors now receive 

Upcoming Special Events 

Scene of  the last major Confederate offensive of  the Civil War 

Site Staff 

Donny Taylor, Site Manager 

Derrick Brown, Assistant Site 

Manager 

Amanda Brantley, Programs 

Coordinator 

Chad Jefferds, Historic Inter-

preter 

Jeff Fritzinger, Maintenance 

Mechanic 

BENTONVILLE  

BATTLEFIELD 

STATE  

HISTORIC SITE 

Websites  
www.nchistoricsites.org

/bentonvi/bentonvi.htm 

by viewing examples of modern  

military field hospitals. Then tour 

the Harper House to learn about 

Civil War era medicine. The pro-

gram will also feature artillery, 

musket, and home-front demon-

strations throughout both days. 

10:00-4:00 

 
Nighttime Hospital Tours: Sat-

urday Evening Only (March 18) 
The Harper House and grounds 

will be transformed back in time 

to the XIV Corps field hospital as 

it may have looked on that first 

night of the battle, 152 years ago.  

Tour guides will lead visitors on a 

historical journey as they search 

for loved ones that were injured 

in the fighting. Tickets may only 

be purchased the day of the 

event.  Due to the graphic nature 

of this program, parental discre-

tion is advised.   

mailto:bentonville@ncdcr.gov
mailto:donny.taylor@ncdcr.gov
mailto:derrick.brown@ncdcr.gov
mailto:amanda.brantley@ncdcr.gov
mailto:chad.jefferds@ncdcr.gov
mailto:jeff.fritzinger@ncdcr.gov
http://www.nchistoricsites.org/bentonvi/bentonvi.htm
http://www.nchistoricsites.org/bentonvi/bentonvi.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bentonville-Battlefield-State-Historic-Site/109787175740278
https://twitter.com/bentonvilleshs
https://www.instagram.com/bentonvilleshs/

