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Emergency crews utilized the site parking lot in the aftermath of Hurricane Matthe

Like nearly all of Eastern North Carolina, Bentonville Battlefield State H
toric Site was severely impacted when Hurricane Matthew blew through the s
on October 8. Fortunately, the sit
shudder to think how many storms the Harper House has endured), but 17 in
of rain fell in the area, saturating the grounds, and leading to the loss of nume
trees on site property and trails. The intense rainfall also caused the total or f
tial washout of numerous roads in the Bentonville area, making it difficult to g
the site, and thus impacting our visitation.

As Hurricane Matthew closed in on the area, Bentonville Battlefield clo
early on Saturday, October 8. This was a good thing too, because by the nex
the majority of the roads leading to the site were washed out. Most significant

lis-
fate

b 0 s
ches
rous
ar-
bt to

sed
day
to

the site, State Road 1008, known as Harper House Road in this section of John-

ston County, was washed out just west of the Visitors Center and to the east
Wayne County. Matthew also completely washed out Mill Creek Church Roag
which leads to the north from the site and partially washed out Buck Dunn R
which leads to the south. A combination of damaged roads and high water m
nearly impossible to reach the Visitors Center area for over a week unless yo
really knew the area. Eventually the unhappy decision was made to cancel ot

nual Fall Festival because of road conditions.
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