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The Battle of Bentonville: Lesson Guide  
Grade 8 

 
 

In this lesson, students will learn how the Battle of Bentonville affected North Carolinians living in the 

area and soldiers who were involved in the battle. By critiquing various primary sources from the battle, 

students will gain a personal understanding of the hardships of war faced on the battlefield and in the 

homes of people who were affected by the battle. 

 

Essential Standards: 

 8.H.1.1; 8.H.1.2; 8.H.1.3; 8.H.1.4 

 8.H.2.1 

 

Objectives: 

 

After classroom discussion, historical background reading of the site narratives, and examining the 

writings of Mary Harper and Surgeon Hostetter, students should be able to: 

¶ Summarize the Battle of Bentonville 

¶ Infer how the Harper family may have felt during the battle 

¶ Infer how the soldiers and doctors may have felt during the battle 

¶ Compare the benefits and negatives of primary and secondary sources 

 

Teacher Planning: 

 

Provide the following materials to your students in order to complete the corresponding activities: 

 Site narratives- The Battle of Bentonville and The Harper Family 

 Copies of the ñReminiscences of the Battle of Bentonvilleò by Mary Harper 

 Copies of John Hostetterôs diary excerpt packet 

 Copies of correspondence about the Battle of Bentonville 

 

Time Required for Lesson: 45 minutes (additional time for sharing letters) 

 

Bell Ringer Activity: Have students write about how it would feel if their house was in the middle of a 

battlefield and had to be used as a hospital. 

 

Teacher Input: 
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A. Describe the Battle of Bentonville to students, including the date, commanders, number of 

combatants, and outcome of the battle. This information can be found in the historical narratives 

of the Teacher Packet or on the website: www.bentonvillebattlefield.nchistoricsites.org.  

 

B. Instruct students to read applicable textbook readings on the Civil War and North Carolina. Be 

sure to explain that the Battle of Bentonville occurred near the end of the Civil War. 

 

 

Classroom Activities ï Guided Practice (choose one) 

 

1. Read the letter from Mary Harper concerning her experiences during the Battle of Bentonville. 

This can be done aloud for the whole class, in small groups, or individually, depending on your 

preference and the skill level of the students. 

¶ In small groups, recall and discuss what Mary Harper experienced during the Battle of 

Bentonville. Infer what Mary may have felt during and after the battle, having been so 

close to so many Union troops while living above the hospital. 

 

2. Read the diary entries of John Hostetter (Union Army surgeon) that were recorded during the 

Battle of Bentonville and in the surrounding days, and the correspondence of J.W. Griffith 

(Confederate Commander) regarding the Battle of Bentonville. 

¶ In small groups, recall the impressions that the battle left on Hostetter and the various 

things he experienced as a surgeon traveling with the XIV Army Corps. 

¶ After reading Griffithôs letter, infer and discuss how it may have felt to have been one of 
the Confederate troops left in the care of the Harper family after the battle. 

¶ Compare the experiences of the Union and Confederate troops during the Battle of 

Bentonville. After the battle, the Union wounded were taken to another hospital in 

Goldsboro, while many Confederate wounded were left to be cared for by the Harpers. 

What would that be like? How would you feel? 

 

3. After participating in the Faces of Bentonville Project, students can work in small groups to 

share with each other their personôs experiences through Bentonville. Students should share with 

each other whether their person was a civilian, a soldier, or enslaved, and how their lives were 

impacted by the Battle of Bentonville.  

¶ Students should explain and compare their personôs experiences with other students in the 
class. Who was their person? Where were they during the battle? Did they survive? How 

would it have felt to actually be that person during the battle? 

¶ More information on the Faces of Bentonville Project can be found on Bentonvilleôs 

website.   

 

Classroom Activities- Independent Practice (choose one) 

 

1. Explain to students that they are to pretend to be a Harper child who has just survived the Battle 

of Bentonville. They are to write a letter to a friend or family member describing their 

experiences and their emotions during the battle. 

http://www.bentonvillebattlefield.nchistoricsites.org/
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¶ What are some of the things they saw during the hospital days? Were they scared? How 

did they occupy their time during the battle and until the hospital left their house? 

¶ Be sure to use accurate information for the situation, using information from the 

historical narratives and the primary source material, and express emotions. 

 

2. Explain to the students that they are to become a surgeon or other medical officer who worked at 

the Battle of Bentonville, either Union or Confederate. They are to write in their journal the 

things they experienced during the battle and the emotions they felt. 

¶ What types of wounds did injured soldiers have when they were brought to the hospital? 

Were you scared, as a doctor? What other emotions were you feeling while working in 

the hospital? 

¶ Be sure to use accurate information and express emotions. 

 

Closure: 

 

A. Students may share their letters with the class. They can present individually or 

in small groups and take turns discussing their experiences during the Battle of 

Bentonville. 

 

B. As a class, review the events of the Battle of Bentonville and the various 

perspectives of the battle. Compare the experiences of Mary Harper, John 

Hostetter, and J.W. Griffith. 

 

C. Have each student complete an exit slip before they leave class, listing two 

emotions that their person, from the Faces of Bentonville Project, felt before, 

during, and after the battle, along with a short explanation of why they would 

have experienced those emotions. 

 

Assessment: 

 

Students should be able to generate an essay summarizing the Battle of Bentonville, to show their 

understanding of the battle. They should also discuss the significance of the battle, how it influenced the 

people who lived in the small community of Bentonville and nearby, and differentiate between the 

various roles of individuals involved. 
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Slavery at Bentonville: Lesson Guide  
Grade 8 

 
 

In this lesson, students will learn that slavery differed from region to region. Students will examine slave 

schedules from the 1860 Federal Census to compare and contrast how the institution of slavery was 

practiced in the Bentonville area.  

 

Essential Standards:  

 8.H.1.1; 8.H.1.2; 8.H.1.3; 8.H.1.4 

 8.H.2.1; 8.C&G.1.4 

 

Objectives: 

 

After classroom discussion, historical background reading, and examining the census slave schedule for 

1860, students should be able to: 

¶ Recognize census records 

¶ Compare and contrast the practice of slavery in different regions 

¶ Critique the practice of slavery in Bentonville and in the United States in the 1860ôs 

 

Teacher Planning: 

 

Provide the following materials to your students: 

¶ Site narratives- The Battle of Bentonville, The Harper Family, and Slavery in Bentonville 

¶ 1860 Census for Bentonville, Johnston County 

¶ 1860 Slave Census for the District West of the Neuse River, Johnston County 

 

Time Required for Lesson: 45 minutes 

 

Bell Ringer Activity: Have students write a few sentences about what they think slavery was like in 

North Carolina and what the lives of enslaved people were like.  
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Teacher Input:  

 

A. Give historical background on slavery by discussing why people owned enslaved people and the 

types of work for which they were used. Discuss the differences in the northern industrial 

economy and the more rural, agrarian southern economy and why slavery flourished in one area 

as opposed to the other.  Supplement classroom discussion with any available textbook readings 

about slavery in the United States. 

 

B. Lead a class discussion about how slavery was practiced differently in various regions of the 

United States, and that the number of slaves varied greatly between slave owners. 

 

C. Explain how to read the census records.  

 

 

Classroom ActivitiesðGuided Practice (choose one) 

 

1. In small groups, students should examine and analyze the census records from Bentonville in 

1860.   

¶ Discuss the census of the free inhabitantsðthat it lists the families who lived in 

Bentonville in 1860.  

¶ Listed on the free inhabitants census are four black males and one black female. Infer 

why these individuals were not enslaved.  

 

2. In small groups, examine the census of enslaved inhabitants in Bentonville, Johnston County. 

This sheet lists the number of slaves owned by several of the white citizens of Bentonville.  

¶ Recognize that John Harper is listed as owning three enslaved people in 1860, and that 

other people owned more slaves than he did. Discuss why this would have been the case. 

¶ Infer why some of Bentonvilleôs citizens would have owned more enslaved people than 
others. Discuss some of the common tasks of enslaved people.  

 

Classroom ActivitiesðIndependent Practice (choose one) 

 

1. Students should pretend that they were enslaved and living during the Battle of Bentonville. The 

war is now over, and all the slaves are free. Assuming that that they are some of the few freed 

slaves who could write, students should write a letter to someone in the North, who is unfamiliar 

with slavery, explaining what their life was like while enslaved.  

¶ Students should be sure to differentiate between slavery in Bentonville and in other parts 

of the South where slaves were primarily for manual labor. 

¶ What are they excited to do now that they are free? Remind them that they have no 

house, no money, no land, and no transportation unless it is given to them. What do they 

plan to do? 
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2. Students are historians writing about slavery in a new history book. They are outside observers, 

and have the benefit of writing about the enslaved people of Bentonville with an omniscient 

perspective. 

¶ Write about slavery in Bentonville, explaining how slavery there was different than in 

other regions where slavery was practiced. Explain why there were different practices of 

slavery in other places (i.e. the presence of labor intensive crops as the staple crop), and 

what the enslaved people at Bentonville did as opposed to manual labor (domestic 

servants, and helpers to the family). Compare the crops that were grown on farms that 

had only one or two slaves to the crops that were grown on large plantations with 

hundreds of slaves.  

¶ Even in Bentonville, the practice of slavery varied from farm to farm. Critique these 

differences between farms. Compare slavery on the Harper farm to slavery on the Cole 

farm. What can be inferred about the farms that had more slaves? 

 

3. Write a letter to the President, Abraham Lincoln, from the point of view of someone in the 

North, discussing why slavery should be abolished. 

¶ Critique the system of slavery, and explain why you think that system is wrong. Discuss 

how slavery deprives people of their rights. 

¶ Mention that even though slavery in Bentonville might appear to be more humane than 

slavery in other regions, it should still be abolished. 

¶ Suggest what people who were formerly enslaved should do after they have been freed. 

Where should they go? 

 

Closure: 

 

A. Students may share their letters with the class, either in small groups or for the whole class. 

 

B. As a class, review slavery in Bentonville. Discuss how slavery in Bentonville was different than 

in other regions. Ask for volunteers to tell the class how this is different from their original 

perceptions about slavery in Bentonville.  

 

Assessment: 

 

Students should be able to write a historical narrative from the point of view of an enslaved 

person in Bentonville to describe the experiences of the Harper family slaves. The narrative should 

explain how slavery in Bentonville was different from slavery on larger plantations. Students should 

express their thoughts and feelings throughout the narrative to show how enslaved people may have felt 

during the nineteenth century.  
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Bentonville Resource Materials  

 
Goldsboro Rifles Monument, 1895 






































